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SOME	KEY	STUDIES	AND	A	
PERSONAL	SELECTION	

Search	of	last	3	years	–	thanks	to	Dom	at	the	
Ac5on	on	Hearing	Loss	Library	London	
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2016	
Borders	et	al	(2016)		A	review	of	educaAonal	pracAces	for	
deaf/hard	of	hearing	students	with	comorbid	auAsm;		
Deafness	and	Educa5on	Interna5onal	2016	vol	18	no	4	
p189-205)	

•  Highlighted	a	similar	picture	in	USA	as	we	experience	
in	UK	

•  Need	for	single	case	study	design	research	-	as	
individuals	vary	so	and	the	cohort	is	so	small	
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2017	
•  Michele	Friedner	&	Pamela	Block	(2017)	Deaf	
studies	meets	auAsAc	studies,	The	Senses	and	
Society,	12:3,	282-300			(Chicago/New	York)	

hZp://dx.doi.org/10.1080/17458927.2017.1369716		
•  Studies	working	in	isola5on		

–  each..analysed	differently-one	linguis5c	and		cultural,	and	
one	pathological	

•  Looking	at	sensory	solidari5es	in	both	side	by	side	
offers	insights	into:	
–  sociality,	iden5ty	and	community;		
–  interdependent	and	mul5	modal	communica5on	
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Jessica	A.	ScoZ	&	Sarah	Grace	
Hansen	2018	USA	

Working	with	Dual	Diagnoses:	A	Survey	of	Teachers	Serving	Deaf	or	Hard	of	
Hearing	Children	Who	Have	AuAsm	Spectrum	Disorder	

•  Explored	teachers’	feelings	and	ap5tude	to	teach	
1.  What	was	educa5on	and	training?	
2.  Did	they	feel	prepared,	resourced,	supported?	
3.  What	strategies	were	used	in	teaching?	

•  Few	novel	prac5ces	mostly	adapta5ons	
•  Each	using	strategies	known	in	their	specific	field	

–  Labelling	and	visual	support	

•  Under	resourced,	under	prepared	and	under	supported,	
impac5ng	delivery	

•  Need	cross	training	and	research	applicable	in	both	fields	



Burwood	Park	FoundaAon	

Lachowska	et	al	2016	Poland	
Cochlear	ImplantaAon	in	auAsAc	children	with	a	profound	sensorineural	
hearing	loss	
•  To	assess	the	benefits	of	implanta5on	
•  6	boys	unilateral	implants	on	right;	Implanted	av	age	1.8years	
•  Study	43	months	post	implant	

–  Medical	history,	reac5on	to	music	and	environmental	sounds,	Ling	six	sounds,	
onomatopaeic	word	test	

–  Ques5onnaire	for	parents	
–  Sound	processor	fihng	sessions	and	data	

•  Poor	eye	contact,	no	gestures,	screaming,	few	words,	no	willingness	to	
follow	therapist,	slowly	improving	recep5ve	skills	

•  All	liked	wearing	device,	reduced	anxiety,	benefits	in	family	interac5on	
•  Mapping	and	sensi5vity,	more	5me,	wider	outcome	measures,	realis5c	

prep	
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Wiley	et	al	2018	USA	
•  Understanding	the	Needs	of	Families	of	Children	Who	Are	Deaf/Hard	of	

Hearing	with	an	AuAsm	Spectrum	Disorder	

•  Looking	for	factors	re	carer’s	stress	and	needs	
•  6	families	with	dual,	4	deaf,	3	ASD	
•  Qualita5ve	ques5onnaires	
•  Not	feeling	connected	to	support	family	networks	for	deaf;	

not	fihng	in	with	families	of	ASD	leading	to	isola5on	
•  Professionals	need	to		

–  Know	specific	stressors	and	recognise	reslience	too	
–  Understand	communica5on	and	behaviour	needs	
–  Integrate	services	
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Tanya	Denmark	et	al	2018	UCL	
London	

Signing	with	the	Face:	EmoAonal	Expression	in	NarraAve	ProducAon	in	Deaf	
Children	with	AuAsm	Spectrum	Disorder	
•  12	TD	from	deaf	schools,	10	deaf	and	ASD	from	NDCAMHS	
•  All	severe	or	profound,	similar	amplifica5on	
•  At	least	at	phrasal	level,	all	in	bilingual	sehngs	
•  BSL	Produc5on	Test-3	minute	language	free	story	re	tell	
•  Scoring	template	of	emo5onal	facial	expressions,	videoed	for	analysis	
•  Two	raters	scored	the	narra5ves	
•  Scores	based	on	number	of	produc5ons	and	how	many	facial	ac5ons	against	target	
•  Deaf/ASD	show	subtle	differences	in	produc5on,	reflec5ng	difficul5es	of	hearing	

ASD	
•  Deficit	in	motor	skills	might	be	contributory	
•  More	research	needed-linguis5c	facial	expressions	might	be	easier	as	rule	based	



MESHGUIDE	
Mapping	Educa5onal	Specialist	knowHow	

STEPH	DAWSON	AND	JOYCE	SEWELL-RUTTER	
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AUTISM	AND	DEAFNESS	

•  hZp://www.meshguides.org/au5sm-and-deafness/	
•  BATOD	Founda5on	ini5ated	the	topic	and	funded	the	
work	

•  Evidence	based	on	line	informa5on…	
•  Where	is	the	evidence?	Case	studies	/snapshots	of	
prac5ce..	

•  Small	group	-	hard	to	get	contribu5ons		
•  Populated	certain	topics	to	get	started	

ü Seeking	more	case	studies	and	interest	
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Ear	Founda5on	event	March	2018	

Presenta5ons	from		
•  HeZy	Malcolm-Smith	A	Parents’	Perspec5ve	
•  Chris5	Yoshinaga-Itano	Considera5ons	in	Assessment	
•  Amy	Stephens	Sensory	Strategies	
•  Julie	Kosaner	CI	users	with	ASD	
•  Amelia	Ralph-Lewis	DIADS	research	
•  Hannah	Ager		Importance	of	Mul5	Disciplinary	Team	
•  Chris	Rocca-Music	for	Communica5on	
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Ear	Founda5on	event	March	2018	

•  Early	Predictors	of	Au5sm	in	Young	Children	Who	Are	
Deaf	or	Hard	of	Hearing:	Three	Longitudinal	Case	
Studies	2014	

•  Elizabeth	Cameron	Kellogg,	M.A.,	Amy	Thrasher,	
M.A.,	CCC-SLP,1	and	Chris5ne	Yoshinaga-Itano,	Ph.D.	
– Using	3	case	studies	–analysed	early	assessment	
data	(star5ng	at	9	months)	for	three	children	who	
were	deaf	and	later	diagnosed	with	au5sm	

– Showed	early	warning	signs-suggested	as	‘red	
flags’	for	dual	diagnosis	in	other	cases	



Focus	of	Chris5ne’s	presenta5on	



Ar5cles	linked	with	next	slides	
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Current	prac5ce	in	Colorado	USA	

•  Emerging	work	on	deafness	and	au5sm		
•  S5ll	only	3	clinics	across	USA	with	joint	diagnosing	
facili5es	

•  Have	sufficient	data	to	track	normal	development	in	
deaf	children	

•  Aler5ng	professionals	and	families	to	any	atypical	
development	

•  Use	of	LENA	



What	is	LENA?	



LENA	processing	
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Use	of	LENA	

•  LENA	has	an	au5sm	screen	for	hearing	children	now	
validated		

•  Audio	recordings	of	both	child	and	adult	offer	a	lot	of	
future	poten5al	towards	diagnosis	of	au5sm	in	deaf	
children	

•  Acous5c	analysis	by	collabora5ng	experts	is	needed	
but	it	can	be	done	remotely	

•  LENA	tends	to	confirm	the	subjec5ve	opinion	
•  Over	referral	and	over	diagnosis	rates	but	that	is	
beZer	way	round		









Signpos5ng	resources	
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Books	

Sensory	Strategies		

	 	 		
	 	When	my	worries	get	too	big	

	
	
Choosing	Au5sm	Interven5ons	

collec5on	of	tried	and	tested			
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+AET 
Autism 
Progression 
Framework 
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•  NAS	website	con5nually	adds	new	material	with	
online	access	to	their	library	

•  www.au5sm.org.uk	

•  A	variety	of	newsleZers-		



Burwood	Park	FoundaAon	

APPs	Chatable	by	Therapybox	

•  Augmenta5ve	and	Alterna5ve	Communica5on(AAC)	
App	

•  Recently	shown	on	BBC	–	Click	programme	

•  Helpful	for	customised	use	
•  Lots	of	visual	content	with	words	
•  Language	building	
•  Ability	to	take	photos	and	add	sound	
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APP	for	understanding	about	
secondary	school	

Clicker apps –to support learning 
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Your	ideas	

•  …...please	send	me	any	and	I	will	add		
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Thank	you	

in	anAcipaAon!	


